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could not he certain of the confidence of the people unless his continuance in the Consulship were sanctioned by their suffrages. " The interests of my glory and happiness/' added he, u would seem to have marked the close of my public life at the moment when the peace of the world is proclaimed. But the glory and the happiness of the citizen must yield to the interests of the State and wishes of the public. You, Senators, conceive that I owe to the people another sacrifice. 1 will make it if the voice of the people commands what your suffrage authorizes."
The true meaning of these words was not understood by everybody, and was only manifest to those who were initiated in the secret of Bonaparte's designs. He did not accept the oiler of the Senate, because he wished for something more. Tin* question was to be renewed and to be decided by the people only ; and since the people had the right to refuse*, what the. Senate offered, they possessed, for the same, reason, the right to give what the Senate did not offer.
The moment now arrived for consulting the Council of State as to the mode to be adopted for invoking and collecting the suffrages of the people. For this purpose an extraordinary meeting of the Council of State was summoned on the 10th of May. Bonaparte wished to keep himself aloof from all ostensible influence; but his two colleagues labored for him more zealously than he could have worked for himself, and they were warmly supported by several members of the Council, A strong majority were, of opinion that Bonaparte should not only be invested with the. Consulship for life, but that he should be empowered to nominate his successor. But he, still faithful to his plan, affected to venerate the sovereignly of lite people, which he held in horror, and he promulgate*! I he following; decree, which was the. first explanation of his reply to the Senate : <~~
The Consuls of the IJepnhlio, considering that the resolution of the Firnt Consul is an homage rendered to the sovereignty of the People, and that the People, when consulted on their dearest interests, will not gosulte determining the prorogation, he said in reply that heerformed.e adapted his mind so completely to civil and le.gislat.ive affairs. Hut, he could says that Lannes was not. really HO much to bo blamed as was reprtwentod. In a previous not" wo have shown how Masscna WIIH dealt witli when ho had appropriated money in Italy, but wo may alludo again to the subject for the sake of introducing a letter of Napoleon's which has an emphatic bearing us to tho strictness ho maintained in money matters.
